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old "Companions." Then Medina refused to recognize either Yezid or Abdallah; Yezid sent a Syrian army against Medina, which sacked the city and massacred the whole population. Mecca was saved from like fate only by the death of Yezid himself.
The survivors of the party of "the Prophet's Companions" fled from Arabia and joined the advanced troops of the Saracens in Africa. Irak acknowledged Abdallah at Mecca; the Yemenites, henceforth known as the Kelbites, did not. Abdallah refused to come to an agreement with the Syrian army, which, having for the moment no candidate of its own, retired, and then set up another Ommayad, Mervan. The old Meccan group, now called the Kaisites, put up another candidate of their own. Mervan made terms with the Kelbites, and attacked the Kaisites, whom he defeated, and then nominated his son Abdelmelek as his heir. Mervan was murdered, and there came a period of wild confusion. Puritan fanatics were in revolt on their own account. The Persians adopted the Shiite view, that all khalifs were usurpers unless they were of the house of AH. There was a khalif at Mecca, Abdallah, and another Ommayad khalif, Abdelmelek, the son of Mervan. Abdelmelek made terms with the Kaisites, got the mastery of Irak, and at the end of 692 crushed Abdallah.
For twelve years the Ommayad ruled with a somewhat uncertain tenure of power, which accounts for the failure to take aggressive action against the Empire. In 705 he was succeeded by Velid. During Velid's ten years' rule, the aggressive activities of Islam again came into play. He did not, however, concentrate, as might have been expected, upon an attack on the Empire. In the south and west the Saracen forces dominated Africa and Mauretania, and then filing themselves into Spain, of which the conquest will presently be described. But, while Asia Minor was overrun, the other direction of Moslem expansion during this period was to the east. Persia had been already compelled' to recognize the khalif, and now Bokhara and Samarkand were subdued; and for the first time the Arabs penetrated the mountain barrier of India and captured Multan in the Punjab, like Alexander the Great, though they were unable to establish a permanent dominion there.
It was well for Christendom that Velid died in 715.    His son
and successor was  the  incompetent  Suleiman.    Velid had chosen
great captains to carry out the work of expansion; Suleiman was
Afraid of them, recalled one after another, and put them to death
or  degraded them.    Suleiman,  however,  undertook  the   enterprise
which Ms lather fcad deferred   Under Velid, the Saracen fleets had
.  captured Sardinia^ and the Saracen armies had overrun the greater
part of Asia Mjiior.    Suleiman resolved to attack Constantinople
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